
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Attitude Determines Altitude 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s), 

 

 

Welcome to the Year 9 newsletter which this week includes celebratory articles regarding Year 9 trips 
and events that have taken place over the last fortnight. There is also key information and guidance 
regarding important topics such as attendance, punctuality and social media platforms. 

 

If you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
year9pastoral@platanoscollege.com. 
 
Mr Schardsmith 
Year 9 Pastoral Manager   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 Newsletter 
Friday 3rd March 2023 

 

MESSAGE FROM MR SCHARDSMITH YEAR 9 PASTORAL MANAGER 

mailto:year9pastoral@platanoscollege.com


 
Monday’s KS3 Assembly was the launch the new Cadet’s Programme. The Army Cadets programme 
initially started in October 2013 and since then we have taken part in a number of exciting and 
challenging activities such as fieldcraft, adventure training, first aid, dinners, sports and public 
parades. We have now been granted the opportunity to have our own contingent on the school 
grounds. 
 
Programme Criteria: 
 
· Be aged 12 years old 
 
· Be committed to the programme and your development 
 
· 30 spaces available 
 
· Attended interview with CCF team 
 
Who Are The Army Cadets? 
 
The Army Cadet Charitable Trust (ACCT UK), originally the Army Cadet Force Association (ACFA), 
is a national youth organisation whose mission is to increase young people’s access to Army Cadets 
to improve their life prospects. 
 
There is a lot to be gained from becoming a cadet. From fun activities to meeting new people and 
competing in sporting events. 
 
Along with these activities, the cadet experience offers young people the opportunity to develop 
valuable personal abilities, build life skills like teamwork and resilience, and fosters confidence, loyalty 
and respect, and a sense of service to others. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

KS3 ASSEMBLY- CADET PROGRAMME LAUNCH 



On Friday 3rd March Mr Kabaka and his tutor group 9C led the Year 9 Assembly. The assembly was 
focused on Discrimination Day which is observed on the 1st March each year. The assembly 
outlined what discrimination is and promoted the importance of inclusion both within Platanos 
College and the wider community. Pupils were also asked to reflect how discrimination affects 
people emotionally and mentally. 

 
 
Year 9 pupils who achieved outstanding CHABOP, over 500 merits and 0 demerits last term were 
rewarded with a Certificate and £20 amazon gift card. Please see the list of pupils below. 
 

Name Demerits Merits Net Merits 

Alessandra Rios 0 700 700 

Alina Ahmed 0 865 865 

Amina Jaanaht 0 920 920 

Crystal McDougall 0 590 590 

Damarie Smith 0 645 645 

Dervari Meite 0 770 770 

Faith Jabbar 0 1010 1010 

Isabel Okonkwo 0 890 890 

Jedidiah Moala 0 775 775 

Joseph Tah 0 530 530 

Lina Rigui 0 730 730 

Lucas Lin 0 830 830 

Maria Vieira 0 730 730 

Monica Stafasani 0 790 790 

YEAR 9 ASSEMBLY 



Picetra Nyarko-Croffie 0 905 905 

Rhys Arnold 0 580 580 

Salma Khalif 0 815 815 

Sebastian Jaramillo Reyes 0 600 600 

Stephanie Camacho Pinto 0 765 765 

Sumaya Hassan 0 560 455 

Sydney White 0 780 780 

Talitha Soares Rodrigues 
Goulart 

0 830 830 

Teanna Tran 0 765 765 

Thamanna Ali 0 900 900 

Tyler Walker-Hill 0 730 730 

Yasmeen Qureshi 0 870 870 

Yasmin Costa 0 700 700 

Zahara Warren 0 775 775 

    
 

Alessandra Rios 9B 
 

 
 
Alessandra has been chosen as the Pastoral Manager’s pupil of the week for the week commencing 
Monday 20th February 2023.  
Alessandra has a thirst for knowledge, showing the love for learning across all subjects achieving 
250 merits and 0 demerits. 
She is an outstanding role model to her peers in Year 9. Well done Alessandra  
 
 

PASTORAL MANAGER’S PUPIL OF THE WEEK 



Yahya Haji 9W 
 

 
 
Yahya has been chosen as the Pastoral Manager’s Pupil of the week for the week commencing 
Monday 27th February 2023.  Yahya has an outstanding attitude to school life both inside and out-
side the classroom and being a role model to his peers. 
He constantly shows a real desire to develop and grow across all his subjects. 
He is consistently one of the top performers in relation to the Year 9 CHABOP points each week. 
This week he achieved 200 merits and 0 demerits which is an outstanding achievement. 
Well done Yahya 
 

 
If you have to travel, without your child, during term time. As a matter of safeguarding, please can 
you contact the school and leave contact details for the person who will acting on your behalf in 
your absence. 

 

Work to the best of your ability within lessons. 

 
Conduct yourself in a manner that is becoming of a Platanos College pupil (in accordance with the 
school’s code of conduct). 
 
Adhere to all reasonable requests made by any member of staff. 
 

LESSONS AND LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 

 

KEEPING THE SCHOOL INFORMED 

 



Make a concerted effort to alter or rectify attitude, behaviour and conduct once a warning or demerit 
has been issued by a teacher or member of staff. 
 

 
Your child will be required to have PE kit for all lessons.   
 

If your child is not fully equipped for lessons, they will be sanctioned with a same day detention for 
failing to bring PE kit.  In circumstances where your child may have a physical injury, they will still be 
required to bring and wear their PE kit where they will be assigned a role which will not require 
physical exertion such as an official or coach.   
 
Discretion will always be applied if your child is wearing a cast or requires crutches.  
 
 

 

The Year 9 Trips to Enhance Learning are taking place on Thursday 30th March 2023. 
 
These are learning based trips focused on providing pupils with the opportunity to develop their 
learning beyond the classroom. 
 
Pupils are invited to attend Trips to Enhance Learning based on their performance in relation to their 
CHABOP scores over the course of the term. Pupils were made aware of this from the first week of 
the academic year. 
 
Each child that has been invited to attend the Trips to Enhance Learning will have been provided with 
a trip letter which contains all the relevant information for your child’s specific trip. 
 
The deadline for providing parental consent and payment will be Friday 17th March 2023. 
 

National Careers Week runs from the 6th March until 11th March 2023 and aims to promote the 
importance of good careers education in schools and colleges. 

Platanos College will be hosting different events throughout the week in order to raise pupils’ aware-
ness. 

 
PE NOTICE: ILLNESS AND INJURY 

 
 

TRIPS TO ENHANCE LEARNING 

CAREERS WEEK 6TH MARCH – 11TH MARCH 2023 



The programme will also form part of the Gatsby Benchmarks 1-8 which defines what world class 
careers provision in education look likes and provides a clear framework for organising careers pro-
vision in school and colleges. 

 

Date Programme Gatsby 
Benchmark 

Year 
Groups 

06/03/23 Introduction to Careers Week 

 

An assembly delivered to KS3 as part of an intro-

duction to careers in order to promote the im-

portance of careers education  

2. 
Learning from 

career and 
labour market 

information  
 

Year 7, 8 
and 9 

09/03/23 Careers Talk 

 

Employees from the world of Brokerage will de-

liver a presentation on the stock broker indus-

try and the world of work 

 

5. 
Encounters with 
employers and 

employees 

Year 10 

08/03/23 Women in Digital 

(International Women’s Day) 

Quantcast is a programmatic advertising 
company based in Central London and are 
dedicated to inspiring and building the future 
(Super) Women in Advertising!  
Their senior women leaders in the advertising 
industry will deliver a workshop share their career 
journeys. They will talk to the pupils about their 
career backgrounds & experiences, what their 
day-to-day looks like, and top tips to inspire the 
next generation of women leaders.  
 

 

  

08/03/23 STEM  

International Women’s Day Event 

UK Power Networks will be hosting a careers event 

which aims to highlight a range of careers avail-

able in their industry and showcase some of 

their fantastic female employees and STEM 

Ambassadors. With a packed agenda including 

 
 

4. 
Linking learning 

to the 
curriculum 

Year 10 



a keynote from their most senior female engi-

neer, an all-female panel, speed networking 

session and presentations on the role of UK 

Power Networks and the future of the electric-

ity. 

10/03/23 Careers Week 

Central Film School 

 

As part of the national Careers week 6th March to 

10th March, the Central Film school will be 

leading an assembly on film making and 

screen writing. 

7.. 
Encounters with 

further and 
higher 

education 

Year 9 

 

 

 

Platanos College can no longer authorize leave of absence during term time, except for exceptional 
circumstance, which is authorized at the discretion of the Head Teacher. 
 
Therefore, all request for pupils to take an absence of leaving during term time, parents must 
complete a form 14 days before traveling. If any pupil fails to return to school within the agreed date 
they at risk of a fine being raised with the local authority. 
 

 

The school day starts at 8:40am, pupils are advised to aim to arrive at school for 8:30am to ensure 
that they have plenty of time to make their way to their designated year group locations. There is a 
breakfast club running each morning from 7:45am free of charge for all pupils. 
 
When there are public transport strikes pupils will not be marked as late where their journey to 
school has been affected as this is beyond their control. 
 
On non-strike days, pupils who are marked as late will be issued with a late detention after school 
for 15minutes. 
 
Please also be aware that pupils arriving after 9am without a legitimate reason and the relevant 
paperwork to support their lateness will be marked as absent in the registers. The number of 

ATTENDANCE 

PUNCTUALITY 



minutes of learning missed will also be recorded. If a child of compulsory school age who is 
registered at a school fails to attend school regularly and on time, then the parent/carer may be 
committing an offence under Section 444(1) of the Education Act 1996. 
 

 

 
It was great to see so many Year 9 pupils getting involved with multiple extra-curricular clubs during 
the Autumn Term. All clubs are now back up and running for the Spring Term with all pupils invited to 
take part. 
 
There are a wide range of after school clubs available and this is a great way for pupils to learn new 
skills and make new friends. 
 
Please see the timetable for extra-curricular clubs below, this has also been displayed in each Year 
9 tutor group. 
 
To attend pupils must collect a permission slip from the relevant teacher which is to be completed by 
parents before being returned. 
 
It would be great to see all pupils attending at least one after school club where possible. 
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Under the Paired Reading programme, Year 7 mentees and Year 9 mentors continue to grow from 
strength to strength in their reading abilities and mentorship. To reward pupils, they are being in-
vited on school trips to visit local libraries. The first two trips took place in February at Clapham Li-
brary. Marianna, 7A, shared, “I loved the trip and the library was really big inside, the people 
who worked there were very nice”. 

 

Pupils attended a tour of the library, a book talk and were given the opportunity to borrow books. 
Rahma, 7W, said, “The trip was very exciting. We got to go round finding books and reading 
the blurbs.” 

 

Medina, 9B, explained, “The trip was very eye-opening. It was fun to walk around the library, 
pick out books and read with my friends. The library was really inclusive. There was a ramp 
for people in wheelchairs and for buggies to use the library easily. There was also an LGBTQ 
section, a Black History section and a dyslexia section.” 

PAIRED READING CLAPHAM LIBRARY TRIP 



 

Ximena, 7W, said, “I loved the Teen Reading area that we could go in”. 

“The library has books for everyone and it has a good study area for people to study and 
prepare for exams”, Simra, 9A, noted. 

Ms Raikes, who went on the trip with pupils, commented, “It was lovely to see pupils so enthusi-
astic about taking books out of the library!”. 

Following this hugely positive response from pupils, we are looking forward to more library trips go-
ing ahead after Easter. 

 

Please see the image below containing information regarding the age restrictions for Social Media 
Platforms, in recent weeks there has been an increase in the number of peer group conflicts that are 
occurring outside of school hours via a number of different Social Media Platforms. Often the pupils 
involved should not be accessing the Social Media Platforms due to the age restrictions in place. 

 
The school approach to these types of incidents is to report the matter the school Police Liaison 
Officer who will then address the individuals involved and their parents. The Police Liaison Officer, 
will conduct a home visit to discuss this with you and your child. 
 
 
In the interest of keeping your child safe online I urge you to ensure that you are monitoring their 
online activity, including ensuring that they are not accessing Social Media Platforms and content 
for which they fail to meet the minimum age requirement. 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Our CHABOP system is central to everything that takes place at Platanos College, please see the 
top performing pupils below from each tutor group over the last two weeks. 

 
9A 

 

Name Demerits Merits Net Merits 

Lina Rigui  0 250 250 

Emnet Ketema  0 250 250 

Bee Yan'Kyaa  25 270 245 

 
9B 

Name Demerits Merits Net Merits 

Sara Mota Da Guia
   

0   300 300 

Lucas Lin  0 300 300 

Francisco Freitas 0 290 290 

 
9C 

Name Demerits Merits Net Merits 

Aaron Frimpong
  

25 340 315 

Kishaan Wilson  0 270   270 

Faith Jabbar  0 270 270 

9D 

Name Demerits Merits Net Merits 

Picetra Nyarko-Croffie 0 480 480 

Jedidiah Moala 0 420 420 

Alina Ahmed  15 405 390 

9E 

Name Demerits Merits Net Merits 

Tyler Walker-Hill 15 240 225 

Dervari Meite  30   250 220 

Rhys Arnold  15   230 215 

9W 

Name Demerits Merits Net Merits 

Ekrama Abdulle 0 370 370 

Joana Marques  0 360 360 

Yahya Haji  15 340  325 

YEAR 9 CHABOP DATA 



 

 
Update to Contact Details 
 

Please ensure the school office has all your current contact details, especially your current mobile 
phone number and email address and advise us immediately if any of your details change.  

If there are any changes, please let us know by informing the main office as soon as possible or email 
info@platanoscollege.com  

 

Twitter 
 

We are on Twitter! If you want to see our latest successes as they happen follow us @platanoscollege.  
#attitudedeterminesaltitude 
 
 
 
 

NOTICES 


