
 
The Half Term Edit 

Over these past weeks you have overwhelmed us with your resilience and willingness to adapt to 

new online learning platforms, in unfamiliar conditions and in the strangest of circumstances. To 

anyone unaware of the challenges you have faced and met, the notion of a week at home might 

seem a bit like ‘Groundhog Day’, but we know full well that this is an important marker for you. 

This week gives you time to relax, refresh and regroup, catching up on anything you may have 

missed, focusing on particular projects and taking quality time to immerse yourself in creativity. 

Take a look at the free streaming opportunities below as a great way to start this process. 

 

The Unknown Island 

What is this unknown island 
you want to go in search of? 
If I could tell you that, it 
wouldn’t be unknown…  
You want to go in search of an 
unknown island. 
Somewhere out there, there 
must be something else. You 
want to find out who you are 
when you are there. 
 
The Unknown Island is 
described as, ‘A beautiful, 
inventive and rebellious adventure story about 
dreaming of the impossible and trying to cross 
the vast distances between ourselves and each 
other.’  

The play is offered free to stream thanks to the generous people over at The Gate Theatre in 
Notting Hill, who filmed live performances of the show back in 2017. 

Based on Nobel prize-winning novelist Jose Saramago’s short story, The Tale of the Unknown 
Island, this adaptation for stage opened to rave reviews, with The Guardian summing it up with, 
‘This show challenges us to imagine a new way of living – and to be brave enough to try to seize 
it.’  

As such, this show isn’t just entertaining, it’s also very timely, and suitable for all students from 
Years 7-11 inclusive.   

 

Radio Days 

Take a right out of our gates and walk all the way along 

Clapham Road towards Elephant and Castle and you’ll 

arrive at Southwark Playhouse. Our KS4 Drama students 

are very familiar with this theatre from the many 

performances we have attended and initiatives we’ve been 

part of during pre-covid times. Just as you’ve embraced the 

technology to adapt to the lockdown restrictions, Southwark 

Playhouse has had to think creatively too, producing a 

https://www.gatetheatre.co.uk/from-our-

archive/  

Issue 8 | February 2021 

https://www.gatetheatre.co.uk/from-our-archive/
https://www.gatetheatre.co.uk/from-our-archive/


series of radio plays that have taken social distancing issues out of the equation. And they are 

not alone. 

The radio play is enjoying somewhat of a renaissance, with many theatres turning to this medium 

for their most viable way to satisfy our need for a creative fix. Check Radio 4 listings for a mixture 

of new and established scripts, or click on the link to listen to the SP’s offerings, where new plays 

will be released every Monday and Thursday from their Elders Company, a weekly group of 

writers aged 65 and over. Why not take 

inspiration from them and use your phones to 

record your own storytelling. Both the English 

and the Drama Departments would love to hear 

what you come up with… 

  

The Social Distancing Festival  

There can be few sites as comprehensive as this one in catering for 

your creative needs through so many disciplines in such a thorough 

way. This is a site dedicated to celebrating art from all over the world, 

showcasing talent and coming together as a creative community in 

areas including (but not limited to) the visual arts, dance, music, theatre 

and opera. Check out their Featured section, which showcases timely art such as this week’s 

work by Alissa Zilber with her ‘Someone’s In Here’ collection of paintings in response to the 

theme of isolation. 

Rather than seeing isolation as a cold and lonely 

affair, she recognises that a silver lining could be 

the relationship we are fostering within 

ourselves. She says of her work, ‘I have been 

thinking about the bathroom as the one place 

where a person can be truly alone. Then, with 

the emergence of the Covid-19 pandemic and 

the enforcement of social distancing, suddenly I 

found myself, like many others, spending more 

time alone in domestic spaces. I began drawing 

solitary scenes in other settings, with the same 

interest in expressing how a person’s emotional 

interior animates their physical interior. While 

learning to naigate loneliness during this socially 

distanced time, we are all confronting the discomfort of our only consistent companion – 

ourselves.’ 

Like Zilber, you too can use this extraordinary time to more closely examine and express your 

ideas and identity through creativity. As always, the Art department eagerly awaits all work you 

produced. 

There is so much to discover on the site 

so take time to look at all that is 

available. For dance, we recommend 

taking a look at the video War Cry by 

The Tap Rebels (pictured). Once again, 

art shows us its incredible power to hold 

a mirror up to our times with startling 

clarity. Have a happy, healthy and 

peaceful half term.  
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