


Assessment and Grading 
System at Platanos 

College 



Background 

• Assessment is integral to high quality 
teaching and learning.  

• It helps teachers to ensure that our 
teaching is tailored to pupils and that 
learners are making expected or 
outstanding progress. 



Tracking data 

• Assessment judgements are recorded 
and backed by a body of evidence 
created using observations, records or 
work and formalised testing. 

• Assessment judgements are also 
moderated to ensure our assessments 
are fair, reliable and valid. 

 



Grading System 

• Teachers will assess pupils against standardised Success 
Criteria derive from the National Curriculum. 

•  These are short descriptions of what pupils are expected 
to know and be able to do, in each aspect of every 
subject.  

• Each pupil is assessed as either ‘Extending’, ‘Secure’ or 
‘Developing’ for every particular aspect of teaching.  

• We will also use the quantitative 9-1 grading scale, so we 
can monitor pupils’ actual attainment, in line with the 
recently reformed GCSE grading system. 
 



Grading using Success Criteria 



Example - Science 

 



Progress grades – daily lessons 

• Depending on each 
module or each 
aspect of teaching, 
pupils will be 
graded ‘Extending’, 
‘Secure’ or 
‘Developing’ for 
that area of 
content. 

Progress grades 

Extending 

Secure 

Developing  



Grading using 9-1 grading scale 



Ofqual grading 

Three key points where the 
old and the new system 
aligns: 
• The bottom of grade 7 is 

aligned with the bottom 
of grade A; 

• The bottom of grade 4 is 
aligned with the bottom 
of grade C; and 

• The bottom of grade 1 is 
aligned with the bottom 
of grade G. 
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Assessment cycle 



Assessment cycle – Formal examinations 

• There are three formal assessments per year (one per 
term). 

• Pupils will complete an one hour exam for each of their 
subjects within the formal assessment week. 

• Staff will enter two academic grades: 
1. Current grade (based on pupils’ examination grade only). 
2. Projection grade (the grade pupils are likely to attain at 

the end of the key stage, following pupils’ current rate of 
progress). 

• Individualised targets will be entered. 
• CHABOP grades will be entered. 
• Reports will be sent home on a termly basis, detailing 

pupils’ overall progress during the particular term.  
 



Progress grades – formal 
examination 

• Depending on the 
formal examination 
grade, pupils will be 
graded ‘Extending’, 
‘Secure’ or 
‘Developing’, based 
on pupils’ 
attainment and 
progress in relation 
to their end of year 
targets. 

Progress grades 

Extending 

Secure 

Developing  



Target setting 



Target setting 

• Every pupil’s target had been set 
according to the Key Stage 2 results in 
Reading and Maths. 

• Targets are individualised because every 
pupil has a different starting point. 

• As an outstanding school, we set 
aspirational targets for all pupils. 
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Rank order 

• After every formal examination, pupils 
are ranked based on their attainment 
and progress results across all subjects.  

• Positive competition encourages pupils 
to improve and monitor their own 
academic performances. 



Example – Year 7 
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English 1 2 4 Developing 0 B B B B B B 60 

Maths 4 5 4 Extending 20 A A A A A A 120 



Summary 
• Pupils’ progress are graded as either 

‘Extending’, ‘Secure’ or ‘Developing’, in 
relation to their understanding of topics and 
end of year targets. 

• Pupils are graded in the form of numbers 
(9-1), with grade 9 being the best grade. 

• Pupils are ranked termly based on their 
performances in attainment and progress. 

 



Assessment and Grading 
System at Platanos 

College 



Year 7 English 



Building 
Skills 



Reading for Meaning 

History 

Maths 

PE 



o Explaining inferences in detail, using relevant 
quotations 

o Analysis of vocabulary and language devices. 

o Comparing texts 

o Using appropriate language devices in your 
own writing. 

o Spelling, punctuation and grammar 

Pupils will also develop key skills  



Pupils will study the following: 

•Shakespeare’s  ‘Much Ado about Nothing’ 

•Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ 

• War Poetry 

•Non-fiction Texts  

•Fantasy Fiction  

 

Year 7 Texts 



Reading at key stage 3 should be wide, varied 
and challenging. Pupils should be expected to 
read whole books, to read in depth and to read 
for pleasure and information.  

 

The Department for Education has 
said: 

Challenging Content: 
‘I don't mean to say that I know, of my own knowledge, what there is 
particularly dead about a door-nail.  I might have been inclined, 
myself, to regard a coffin-nail as the deadest piece of ironmongery in 
the trade.  But the wisdom of our ancestors is in the simile; and my 
unhallowed hands shall not disturb it, or the Country's done for.  You 
will therefore permit me to repeat, emphatically, that Marley was as 
dead as a door-nail.’ Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol 



Reading and vocabulary  

• Students need to read 
regularly 

- 20 minutes three times a 
week 

- Actively build vocabulary  

 

 
How can you help? 
-Help them choose their reading books and encourage them 

to challenge themselves 

-Listen to them read  

-Read to them  

-Discuss what their reading  and discuss newspaper articles 

with them 

-Talk about and introduce them to new vocabulary  



Revising at Home 

BBC Bitesize for KS3 

CGP revision books 

Completing homework 



Opportunities after School  



 

Platanos College 

Mathematics Department 



Core features of the new curriculum: 

Fluency 
• Pupils become fluent in the fundamentals 

of mathematics, including through varied 

and frequent practice with increasingly 

complex problems over time. 



Core features of the new curriculum: 

Mathematical reasoning 
• Pupils reason mathematically by following 

a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships 

and generalisations, and developing an 

argument, justification or proof using 

mathematical language. 

 

 



Core features of the new curriculum: 

Problem solving 
• Pupils can solve problems by applying their 

mathematics to a variety of routine and 

non-routine problems 

 



Approaches used 

 in mathematics. 



Mastering the maths 
Tom and Mary share some money in the ratio 3 : 2. Tom 

gets £12, how much does Mary get? 
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A
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One part: 12 ÷ 3 = £4 

Mary is 2 parts 

Mary: 4 x 2 = £8 

Mary has £8 



Methods in 

mathematics. 

The bar model 



There are 36 people on a bus.  

Some more people get on. 

There are now 50 people on the 

bus. 

How many people get on? 

Raju had 3 times as much money as 

Gopal. After Raju had spent £60 

and Gopal had spent £10, they 

each have an equal amount of 

money left. How much money did 

Raju have at first? 



There are 36 people on a bus.  

Some more people get on. 

There are now 50 people on the 

bus. 

How many people get on? 

36 

50 

? 



Raju had 3 times as much money as Gopal. 

After Raju had spent £60 and Gopal had 

spent £10, they each have an equal amount 

of money left. How much money did Raju 

have at first? 



Mastering mathematics in Year 7 

Autumn 1 

 
Place value, addition and subtraction 

 
Autumn 2 

 
Place value, multiplication and division 

 
Spring 1 

 
Geometry: 2D shape in a 3D world 

 
Spring 2 

 
Fractions 

 
Summer 1 

 
Applications of algebra 

 
Summer 2 

 
Percentages and pie charts 

 



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Place value, addition 

and subtraction 

 

▪ Place Value 

(including decimals) 

▪ Add and Subtract 

(including decimals) 

▪ Estimation 

▪ Perimeter 

  
 

Place value, 

multiplication and 

division 

  

▪ Factors, HCF, 

Multiples, LCM 

▪ Multiply and Divide 

(including decimals) 

▪ Area of Rectangle 

and Triangle 

▪ Calculate the Mean 

  
 

Geometry: 2D shape 

in a 3D world 

 

▪ Draw, measure and 

name acute and 

obtuse angles 

▪ Find unknown 

angles (straight lines, 

at a point, vertically 

opposite) 

▪ Properties of 

triangles and 

quadrilaterals 
 

Fractions 

  

▪ Equivalent fractions 

▪ Compare and order 

fractions and 

decimals 

▪ Change mixed 

numbers to improper 

fractions and vice 

versa 

▪ Fraction of a 

quantity 

▪ Multiply and divide 

fractions  

 

Applications of 

algebra 

  

▪ Order of operations 

▪ Substitution 

▪ Simplifying 

algebraic expressions 

▪ Solve word 

problems with 

expressions 

▪ Sequences (term-

to-term, not nth 

term) 

  

(Word Problems 

incorporated into 

each unit) 
 

Percentages and pie 

charts 

  

▪ Construct and 

interpret statistical 

diagrams including 

pie charts 

▪ Convert between 

percentages, vulgar 

fractions and 

decimals 

▪ Percentage of a 

quantity 

▪ Find the whole 

given the part and 

the percentage 

  

(Word Problems 

incorporated into 

each unit) 
 

Year 7 Overview 



Tips for Parents/Carers 

Discuss maths in the real world: 

• Take your child shopping 

• Cook with your child 

• Plan holidays with your child 

• Do DIY with your child 

• Play problem solving games with your child 

 



Some useful props for mums and dads are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Support at home doesn’t have to be from a revision guide. Allow your child to enjoy and discover patterns in the world. 

Some useful props for mums and dads are: 

• A clock in the kitchen – analogue & digital helps comparisons with what the values represent 

• A traditional wall calendar – used to identify patterns with numbers in months 

• Board games that involve dice and spinners – incorporate various topics such as fractions & probabilities 

• A pack of traditional playing cards – introduce children to chance/probabilities 

• A calculator – check online for calculator games 

• Measuring jugs & scales – identifying values between the numbers given 

• Dried beans/macaroni/smarties – useful for counting 

 

 

 

There are many ways to show your child the importance of maths is universally recognised. Please remember, everyone’s a 

mathematician! 



• Baseline Test 

KS 3 Science year 7  

Pupils will sit a science baseline test 
during the week  beginning the 9th 
September 2019.  The  results  from 
the test will be used to ascertain 
where pupils are and to place them 
in their correct groups in order to 
provide the appropriate support to 
drive pupil progress in the subject.  



 
 

Departmental Vision Statement 

 • Agreed Vision of the Science Department: 
• We are proud of our department which is an inspirational environment 

that is part of school’s community that exists for our pupils. 
• We are passionate about Science and the success of our pupils in the 

subject. We strive to develop pupils who are resilient, responsible and 
respectful. We want to promote their intellectual curiosity by providing 
them with opportunities to: 

• Enquire 
• Engage 
• Explore 
• Experiment 
• Evaluate 
as they experience the curriculum. 

 



What will pupils learn? 

• Content 
– Health and safety 
– Cells  
– Particles and their behaviour 
– Elements, atoms and compounds 
– Forces 
– Space 
– Structure and function of body system 
– Reactions 
– Sound  
– Reproduction 
– Acids and Alkalis 
– Light  
– Heating and cooling  
– *Required practical 

 
*Skills (planning, interpreting data, 
 analyses, evaluation) 



• Students are selected for routes based on their 
baseline test results. 

• Route 1: Accelerated curriculum Higher Tier 

• Route 2: Accelerated curriculum Foundation Tier 

KS 3 Science year 7  



Health and safety 

 



Main aim 

• What are the main aims of the course? 

• Students will be able to: 

– Work scientifically 

– Develop a deeper understanding of a range of 
scientific ideas in the subject disciplines of biology, 
chemistry and physics 

 

 



Main aim 



Assessment 

Assessment will take place at the end of each 
module/Unit. 

 

Formal Examinations will take place three times 
a year. 



Homework 

• Research 

• Report writing 

• Extended writing 

• Exam style questions 

• Presentation  

• Projects 



 

                                    Pupils 

 

 

 

            

  Parents                               Platanos 

The 3 Ps 



Parental support 
Platanos, pupils and parents work as a team to support 

our students 

• As parent we would like you to support your 
child in consolidating their learning at home. 
– By ensuring your child has completed his/her 

homework to a high standard. 

– Supporting the school’s efforts for maintaining 
outstanding behaviour for learning. 

– Encouraging your child to get involved in 
extension and enrichment activities provided by 
the school. For example; Centre of Excellence , 
competitions and boosters. 

 

 


